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Morning Devotion 

OPENING RESPONSE 

L: God, our Father, each day is a gift of Your 

grace. 

G: Your mercies are new every morning. 

L: Guide our steps by the light of Your Word. 

G: Shield us from harm and keep us from evil. 

L: Better than life is Your love. 

G: Put joy in our hearts and praise on our lips. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR GRACE 

L: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and 

everlasting God, You have brought us safely to 

this new day.  Defend us with Your mighty 

power, and grant that this day we neither fall 

into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in 

all we do, direct us to what is right in Your 

sight, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

G: Amen. 

 

Evening Devotion 

OPENING RESPONSE 

L: Lord Jesus, You are the light of the world, 

G: The light no darkness can overcome. 

L: Stay with us, for it is evening,  

G: And the day is almost over. 

L: Let Your light scatter the darkness. 

G: Let it shine in our hearts and lives. Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

L: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works come from You.  Give to us, 

Your servants, that peace which the world 

cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 

Your commandments.  Defend us also from the 

fear of our enemies, that we may live in peace 

and quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ 

our Savior, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

G: Amen. 

 

HYMN Oh, Come, My Soul, Your Savior See | 99 

 



2 
 

PASSION HISTORY READING MARK 14:32-65 

 

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE MARK 14:60-62 (NIV) 

Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is 

this testimony that these men are bringing against you?”  But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer.  

Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?”  

“I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and 

coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

 

DEVOTION 

Today, Mark introduces us to one of the great politicians of ancient Israel, Joseph Caiaphas.  

Caiaphas combined in one person the two highest positions Israel had to offer: High Priest and presiding 

officer of the Sanhedrin, which for all practical purposes was like Israel’s Supreme Court.  While the 

position of High Priest was typically held for four years, Caiaphas had been High Priest since 16 AD.  

He was not a man to be trifled with.  If he asked a question, you answered it.  On this particular night, 

however, things didn’t go quite as he expected. 

Caiaphas seems surprised at the answers he gets from Jesus (both voiced and unvoiced), but should 

he have been?  As we look at the account of Jesus’ trial before the Sanhedrin, our question for Caiaphas 

is, “Didn’t you know?” (You may wish to also read the parallel account in Matthew 26:57ff).  

 

Caiaphas, didn’t you know why Jesus didn’t answer? 

Once the witnesses had concluded their conflicting reports, Caiaphas indignantly asks Jesus whether He 

has anything to say, in answer to their testimony.  What is Jesus’ response? 

 

 

Why shouldn’t Caiaphas have been surprised at this? 

 

 

Why do you suppose he wanted so badly for Jesus to answer?  (Hint: Read John 11:43-53.  What were 

Caiaphas’ convictions concerning Jesus even a year before this trial?) 

 

 

What could Jesus’ intent have been for Caiaphas and those present by refusing to answer the charges 

brought against Him?  In other words, if He wanted them to stop and think, what was it He may have 

wanted them to think about? 
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Caiaphas, however, did not want to stop to think.  He wanted to hear condemning words straight 

from Jesus’ mouth, so he places Him under oath (Mt 26:63) and asks Him, “Are you the Messiah, the 

Son of the Blessed One?”  Once again, his reaction is one of surprise and indignation as he tears his 

robes. And again, we ask, “Didn’t you know, Caiaphas?” 

 

Caiaphas, didn’t you know why Jesus had to answer as He did? 

What answer does Jesus give this time?  What should have been additionally telling about the first two 

words of His reply (c.f. Exodus 3:14)? 

 

 

With the remainder of His reply, Jesus gives a stern warning.  What future day is He referring to? 

 

 

In what way will the tables be turned on that day compared to this day when Jesus stood on trial before 

Caiaphas? 

 

 

It seems that, yet again, Jesus is giving those present a chance to stop and think.  What favorable 

reaction might He have been looking for with His bold confession? 

 

 

Didn’t you know? 

Now we turn the tables on ourselves.  Are we, like Caiaphas, guilty of putting our Savior God on trial?  

What are some of the ways in which we do this?  What is always the intent of God’s answer to us, be it 

voiced or unvoiced? 

 

 

During the season of Lent, we follow Jesus’ faithful journey to the cross.  What makes the events of 

those final hours so important for sinners like you or me who have dared to question the living God? 
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CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION 

O Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy, and in Your faithfulness, come to my relief.  

Do not bring Your servant into judgment, for no one living is righteous before you.  Answer me 

quickly, O Lord; my spirit fails.  Do not hide Your face from me, for I have put my trust in You.  

Show me the way I should go, for to You I lift up my soul.  Teach me to do Your will, for You are 

my God. 

 

Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that I have sinned 

against You in my thoughts, my words, and my actions.  I have not loved You with my whole 

heart; I have not loved others as I should.  I am distressed by the sins that trouble me and am 

deeply sorry for them. 

Silence for private meditation and confession. 

Jesus says to His people: “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.”  

His death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world.  Do you believe this? 

Yes, I believe. 

Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins. Be assured that you are a dear 

child of God and an heir of eternal life. 

 

LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER 

In the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit.  Amen. 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through 

Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

kept me this night from all harm and danger.  

Keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please 

You.  Into Your hands I commend my body 

and soul and all things.  Let Your holy angel 

be with me, that the wicked foe may have no 

power over me.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

May the love of the Lord Jesus draw us to 

Himself.  May the power of the Lord Jesus 

make us strong to do His will. May the peace of 

the Lord Jesus fill our lives.  

Amen. 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 

In the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit.  Amen. 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through 

Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

graciously kept me this day.  Forgive me all 

my sins, and graciously keep me this night.  

Into Your hands I commend my body and 

soul and all things.  Let Your holy angel be 

with me, that the wicked foe may have no 

power over me.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

May the blessing of the eternal God be upon us: 

His light to guide us,  

His presence to shelter us,  

His peace to unite us. 

Amen. 

 

 

HYMN Not All the Blood of Beasts | 128 
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